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From Wednesday , January 21st, 1981 NBC NEWS Special Report of the release of the 52 American 
hostages which had been held in Iran for 444 days. The hostages officially were released at 12:08 P.M E.T, 
January 20th, 1981. Landing in Frankfurt, West Germany at 12:46 A.M E.T. Also reports of Ronald Reagan 
taking office as the 40th President of The United States. 
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the program regularly scheduled at this time will not be seen so that we may bring you the following nbc 
news special report just learned that the planes have landed in algiers [Applause] 50 52 and i just won't call 
them hostages they were prisoners of war [Applause] but they are all pale and hearty and are now and you 
can imagine their happiness they're preparing to board the american planes for the last leg of the trip to 
wiesbaden [Music] this is an nbc news special report january 20th 1981 a very special day here are nbc 
news correspondents jessica savage and marvin cal it was indeed a very very special day extraordinary 
historic fantastic and in so many ways it continues despite the fact that it's past midnight here in washington 
there are many inaugural balls taking place just as we speak for one thing the united states today changed 
presidents it went from jimmy carter to ronald reagan it did so without a hitch and without a coup and given 
the general revolutionary state of the world these days that is quite a political achievement and sharing the 
spotlight and quite often dominating the news entirely was the release at long last after 444 days of captivity 
the release of 52 american hostages from the islamic revolutionary regime in iran the result of tedious 
negotiations that finally came to a head just as one president yielded power to the other jessica and i are 
going to be covering both of those stories tonight the hostages were flown out of tehran on 
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the hostages were flown out of tehran on an algerian plane they stopped briefly in athens then went on to 
algiers and therefore the first time the american people so many parts of the world got a look at these 
americans no longer hostages as president reagan just said for the most part just diplomats between 
assignments and after an hour and a half there they left for frankfurt west germany and by our calculations 
they should be there within about 40 to 45 minutes but that hour and a half in algiers few americans are ever 
going to forget it jim bitterman covered it for nbc news waited more than a year to see the hostages free they 
stepped from the plane that brought them out of their captivity onto the soil of neutral algeria and into the 
hands of their countrymen there were sighs and smiles and tears and as they rested here for a few minutes 
before flying on the emotion and joy were unrestrained there's been absolutely fantastic thank you god we're 
home great it's really great to be out of that place man yeah it's just good get out of comedy land it's great to 
get away from the masses feeling great right now the best i've felt in 444 days i'd like to say hello to my 
family in johnstown and pittsburgh pennsylvania the one thing i'd like to say right now to everybody back 
home is you can never imagine how much the letters and your prayers and your support through all of this 
have meant to us we weren't able to write to you or communicate with you but only the lord knows how much 
it helped and thank you from the bottom of my heart god bless america the algerian foreign minister whose 
negotiators persevered and succeeded where others had failed made a brief speech the state department 
man who was america's chief negotiator 
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man who was america's chief negotiator thanked algeria for what it had done and the national trauma was 
over the 52 former hostages boarded american air force medical planes and flew on towards germany on 
towards home 444 days they in their country suffer the agony of captivity and tonight as they flew away from 
the coast of north africa the agony was gone anything to say to america well just hello and i thank god it's all 
over god bless america god bless america viva voice then frankfort i'll be home pretty soon enough jim 
goodman nbc news algiers frankfurt i'll be home pretty soon anna well we'll be here covering that arrival in 
frankfort west germany and we'll be doing that live my colleague jessica savage has been kicking uh pretty 
close tabs in all of the inaugural balls tonight and i imagine an awful lot of people are having an awful lot of 
fun they certainly are as you mentioned a little bit earlier this is really a dual celebration in washington it's 
really the celebration of ronald reagan's inauguration and it's the celebration that's been ongoing in the 52 
american hostages celebrating their freedom there are nine inaugural balls tonight going on in washington 
there are a whole host of private parties here and there are a number of what are being called these satellite 
balls that's where the inaugural committee spent about a million dollars to send portions of the official balls 
here in washington in the nation's capital send them out live to similar balls that are going on in about 90 
cities all across america the president and mrs reagan tonight described everywhere they're going as jubilant 
both the culmination of mr reagan's quest for the presidency and the hostages quest for freedom president 
reagan's first stop was the washington hilton hotel where he told the crowd there you heard earlier in our 
broadcast he had a little news bulletin he said the hostages were in algiers they were on their way to west 
germany he said he finally decided it is not a dream that he's really the president and the hostages are really 
free the reagans say they're going to visit all nine inaugural balls in four and a half hours 
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half hours andrea mitchell is standing by at one of them and here's her report andrea [Music] the music of 
woody hermann and the thundering herd and plenty of room to dance even to jitterbug jimmy carter wanted a 
crowded informal people's inaugural ronald reagan wanted to set a different tone and he did [Music] the 
gowns were glittery dressing up is now in and washington seems to love it guests paid 100 a person or 1 000 
if they wanted to sit in a box drinks weren't cheap either 275 for hard liquor a little less for wine or beer but to 
give people back home a taste of the fox trotting in washington pictures from here were transmitted by 
satellite to more than 100 ballrooms around the country including this the main [Music] and event the 
president of the united states i miss it right now i know we have to move on but nancy and i again just want 
to thank you from the bottom of our hearts this has been a wonderful day i have finally decided i'm not going 
to wake up it isn't a dream it really happened but again god bless you all thank you very much with nine more 
balls to go to there wasn't even time for the new president and his wife to do a turn on the floor [Music] 
andrea mitchell nbc news washington they're expected to do a couple of turns on the floor in there 
somewhere as andrea mentioned guests paid between 100 and we had two thousand dollars per ticket in 
there to attend one of the washington inaugural balls and a glass of wine 225 a soft drink a buck the satellite 
balls tickets there 
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a buck the satellite balls tickets there going in cities across america for 25 and so i guess this right here if it's 
not the best seat it is at least the cheapest seat in the house and we'll have some more after this here in 
washington now president reagan is wending his way across town he's stopping at inaugural balls waiting for 
word that the 52 american hostages have landed and gone on to wiesbaden west germany we now have 
learned that the estimated time of arrival for the hostages in frankfurt is 12 32 eastern time this will surely be 
one of those inaugurals long remembered a crisis has ended and a new administration has started the 
tradition of the inaugural ball well that started back in 1809 with dolly madison who greeted visitors on 
president madison's inauguration day at their georgetown home and she served up some cake and punch 
and that was it things have changed a good bit over the years until now in 1981 there are we count maybe 
nine or ten inaugural balls depending on whether you want to count the youth ball with no less than elizabeth 


taylor and ed mcmahon and charlton heston and a whole host of luminaries as mcs and a lot of big name 
bands making music and one of the largest balls tonight is being held at the kennedy center where 
correspondents susan peterson and bob abernathy now report they promised this ball at the kennedy center 
would be different that there'd be only a limited number of people here that they actually would be able to 
have room to dance but here by the presidential box just outside the kennedy center opera house it's been 
shoulder to shoulder all night but nobody is minded too much the biggest reagan contributors were here 
president mrs reagan's fellow californians were here and they were all happy to be here celebrating the end 
of this truly remarkable day when president and mrs reagan were here they had hoped to dance les brown is 
at one end of this long haul count basis at the other but there was no way just too much crush here's part of 
what the president had to say when he was here just a little bit 
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say when he was here just a little bit ago when i this morning was one thing but you're all so far away tonight 
you're up close and i can see you and this is the the sixth of the balls that we've attended we have four more 
to go after this but i want you to know in looking at you and seeing you i've never been more certain in my life 
that the things we want for america the things that need doing for america between us we're going to get 
them done [Applause] president reagan when he was here at the kennedy center just a few minutes ago with 
me is the artist from new york leroy neiman who has been who has been busy sketching we'll get to that we'll 
get to you mr neiman in just a minute first here is susan peterson upstairs at the kennedy center i'm susan 
peterson upstairs at the kennedy center where the entire floor is filled with orchestras and people attending 
the inaugural ball and with me is dale evans and royal rogers what do you think of all this i've never seen so 
many people and so many happy people in my life it's wonderful just wonderful all the wall people i'm used to 
a smaller crowds than this we live in a little town but this is an exciting town and what a time to be here oh 
and we're so thrilled of course about president reagan that he made it and the sort of attention sadness for 
president carter too you know i watched him in planes but you know this is life and ongoing and we have a 
great country and i believe the people will pull with president reagan and we'll all work together and realize 
that we are the government all of us we govern ourselves 
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all of us we govern ourselves then we can better help him you've known the reagans for a long time did you 
ever think you would come to this moment or see this moment tonight yes i've had a lot of confidence in 
ronnie because we campaigned for him when he became the first time he ran for governor of california and 
he's a fine christian gentleman and i believe what he says and i think the people will just not get too impatient 
our country didn't get in the condition it's in overnight and it's not going to be cured overnight there's a lot of 
things that has to be done and the groundwork to do and i think he surrounded himself with the kind of men 
that can do it and we just with the prayers of the the whole country i think he'd do a great job yes and not 
only that you know he's such a one for constitutional government and he believes in our system of 
government we do too we believe we have the greatest system in the whole world nothing wrong with our 
system it's us this is sort of a double of celebration tonight with not only the inauguration of yes isn't that 
marvelous at the hospital isn't that wonderful i heard that's the biggest party i've ever been in i i generally 
have six or eight 10 people you know and i think that's great i walked in here scared me to death i want to get 
back on the desert but it's been a beautiful evening and a beautiful three days that we've had and we would 
like to thank the lord for the great weather thank you very much for watching god bless [Music] as i was 
saying also here with me is leroy nieman the new york artist who's been busy sketching this scene tonight let 
me show what you've been doing can we see that now you and i know there's been a tremendous crush 
here what have you been trying to paint trying to make everybody dancing i save a little space for the 
president but then tell me what you started out 
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but then tell me what you started out with again to do a ballroom scene i want everybody dancing and 
moving around you know just swirling and waltzing and all that the orchestras on both ends but when he 
came it was just mobbed in so i put him in with his beautiful wife and they were just look sensational they 
came in full of energy and vitality i'm sure it's going to be gorgeous when it comes out and you're going to 
what 500 prints at what we're doing 500 prints for the camp for the inauguration committee yes mr niemann 
thanks a lot also also here is michael deaver special assistant to the president it's been a great day it has 
been a fantastic day we're about 10 feet off the ground and and what next what's the first thing you're going 
to get at well we're going to have to get to work tomorrow about 6 30 in the morning so we're going home 
right now well good luck thank you very much thank you is bob abernathy at the kennedy center bob susan 
thank you very much no doubt at 6 30 tomorrow president reagan will begin working as he has been working 
on the hostage crisis the crisis that is no longer a crisis the fact that it is over president reagan said made his 
first day as president perfect marvin calve will be back shortly with more on the hostage situation please 
watch closely probably fair to say that everybody is delighted that the hostages are finally out of their prison 
captivity call it what you will in iran now on their way to the spot in west germany should be there fairly shortly 
nobody more so however than the families and let's look in on one of them the lopez family from globe 
arizona watching their son james off a plane tonight in algiers right now baby 
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right now baby [Applause] [Music] wow [Music] uh all right i maybe by the next two days oh the scene that 
might have been duplicated in about 52 homes in the united states tonight in one of those homes fred briggs 
in detroit talking with the mother of one of the hostages charles jones 
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hostages charles jones fred mrs matty jones and her four daughters whose all have names starting with k am 
i right that's carol no they're two season two well it's carol catherine candace and carla well what was uh 
what was it like when you finally finally got to see your husband charles uh in algiers ah it was the most 
beautiful exciting thing we've experienced in a long long time but what long time at what point did this really 
become real for you i Know you you keep hearing the rumors were starting uh last night the agreement was 
made you heard about the plane is off the ground the wire service reports but when did it really seem real to 
you well i didn't accept it until i got official word from washington i mean i Knew it would happen since uh 
event sunday when i saw terrorists being examined by the argelian doctors that was about one o'clock this 
afternoon right okay can you remember what exactly what washington told you no i can't i can't i heard the 
name of the person in the state department and i heard him identify the group the iran working group and 
that's as much as i can really vouch for i think he said they're in the air they're on their way home and 
candace uh well what did you think your daddy looked like when you saw him in algiers he looks fine no no 
different at all no not really did you think he was different no no you said he looked a little uh slimmer he 
looked better yes but uh everything else was exactly the same it was though he'd been gone away for a 
week maybe well just a week i mean the way he looked you quickly we forget well certainly we hope to be 
seeing him as he arrives at the rhine mine air base in in frankfurt germany thanks very much 





in in frankfurt germany thanks very much and we'll be watching for that now back once again to new york 
thank you very much one of the things that happened when the hostages were seized in november of 1979 
came christmas time president carter decided that he would not light all of the lights on the christmas tree at 
the lawn of the white house he did not light it in christmas of 1979 again he did not light it in christmas of 
1980. but tonight the lawn of the white house all of the lights went on all of them because at last the 52 
american hostages are no longer in captivity we'll have more on this very special day in just a moment the 52 
american hostages as we told you before are now being flown into frankfurt west germany two of our 
correspondents john hart and fred francis i'm told are at the airport at frankfurt uh john hart you there there's 
a great deal of excitement here at rheinmein air base it's cold in the evening and through the cold of more 


than 24 hours one family's been camping out here since 8 o'clock last night to see this arrival the hostages 
the newly free hostages are expected here within about 22 minutes there are several hundred people here 
americans service people and their families some as far as away as 50 miles a group of students from the 
university of miami in in ohio studying in luxembourg drove all the way from luxembourg 30 of them to paint a 
sign and welcomed the americans home nearby are the two blue red cross buses 
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nearby are the two blue red cross buses which will take these americans quickly it will not be as long as 
ceremony as we Saw in algeria quickly over to the hospital at wiesbaden where fred francis is now fred john 
here at wiesbaden when the 52 americans get here they will really know they're in the hands of fellow 
americans when they're off the buses and inside this building on the third floor behind me they will see 
murals drawn by the school children from this area very touching things welcome home we're glad you're 
back safe they will be assigned to their rooms and then they will be allowed to make phone calls to their 
families this is where the serious work begins after the phone calls this is where the decompression period 
we've heard from three to five days we've heard up to seven days we think the state department is hedging 
on that a bit they're not sure how long they will be able to keep him here but medical consensus is that they 
need five to seven days here at least we expect of course that they'll want to sleep they're going to be very 
tired the adrenaline is going to wear off and this community will welcome them sometime later on in the day 
after they've had a good rest this is fred francis outside the wiesbaden hospital now back to washington fred 
there is absolutely no question that the state department hedges on just about everything at the statement 
right now uh is my fraternal colleague bernard cald and both of us bernie as you remember were at a briefing 
at four o'clock this afternoon embargoed for 8 p.m and i wondered what struck you as the major point there 
well marvin one point at a time but i wanted to point out that it is extremely lonely and quiet here at the state 
department now it had was not that way for the past 72 hours this main diplomatic reception lobby at the 
state department was jammed with diplomats coming and going bankers 
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with diplomats coming and going bankers television crews everybody's gone home the crisis is over there's a 
feeling here that there are not only 52 heroes to use a word that has been used throughout the day here at 
the state department but there's a 53rd hero as well warren christopher who helped negotiate the 
breakthrough he'll be given a reception on his return at andrews air force base tomorrow when he arrives 
about 9 30 in the morning at that news conference this afternoon marvin secretary muskie sketched out how 
the negotiations moved from deadlock to breakthrough the line was a pretty straight one from september 
down to the day pretty straight the framework was there the details were difficult to put together finding ways 
of freeing assets dealing with claims finding ways to to put in iran's hands sufficient assets to make the 
settlement proposal attractive and all of this of course all of the prospects for doing this improved with the 
onset of the iraq iran war for obvious reasons the pressures that that generated for iran economically and in 
other ways so that although we've found so many obstacles along the way that have been frustrating 
including the last 48-72 hours at the same time events and pressures of one kind or another uh also fell our 
way to enable us to move to this point bernie let me ask you this events of one kind or another what do you 
think the secretary had in mind by that well obviously there were some very ticklish snags in the final 
moments of that negotiation but i think one of the things that came through with today's briefing was the fact 
that while the outgoing carter administration helped reach the breakthrough that resolved the crisis 
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resolved the crisis the carter administration may have left an immense legal headache for the incoming 
reagan administration that's because the deal worked out with iran calls upon the united states to terminate 
all existing lawsuits against iran by private claimants there are about three thousand of them they'll be able to 
take their cases to a binding arbitration panel but some people may not want to do that they may challenge 
the authority of the president to have called upon the call for the cancellation of those suits against iran and 


we may be in a situation where the reagan administration will have to muster up the legal battle the legal 
textbooks to defend the position taken by the outgoing carter administration it's conceivable there could be a 
bit of a legal hassle about this leftover problem what do you think were the reasons however why iran 
decided to accept this kind of a deal at this point well marvin if you run through the anthology the chronology 
of the past 14 and a half months you've seen the iranians thumbing their nose at the united states for a long 
period of that time and suddenly the last few weeks what amounted to something of an about face i think iran 
centrally it finally at the end decided to accept this deal because of a variety of desperations afflicting around 
at the present time political military un economic and so forth but by the same token i think it should be 
pointed out that iran scored on a variety of points they needed a mucilage to help to hold together a 
disintegrating revolution and they used the hostages in america for that they wanted to humiliate the united 
states because of the relations the u.s had with isha and to an important degree they certainly did succeed in 
that and they wanted to use the hostages as political pawns and they managed to protract that crisis for 15 
months i suppose when the political psychiatrists take a look at this peculiar case of the united states in iran 
they have got to conclude as many already have that the united states suffered a 
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suffered a severe degree of humiliation through this crisis and it has also suffered a severe change in 
perception of the united states that it was a country that could tolerate seeing 52 of its citizens being held 
hostage for that period of time barney thank you very very much we're going to have more on this very 
special day in just a moment judy woodruff indefatigable as usual i understand is standing by at the white 
house right now the new reagan white house judy any changes there well the one change is that the white 
house press pool has just returned from 10 inaugural balls that they have attended with the new president 
they're all a little bit exhausted and and those are the uh the black and white uh uh bodies you see filing 
behind me but i think the reagan administration would like to think that this hostage issue is is done with and 
behind them but actually it isn't quite that simple they are we know sending an unofficial representative to 
travel on former president carter's plane tomorrow to west germany but while that group is is the hostages 
the administration has its own experts here in washington who will be pouring over the agreement that 
president carter has committed the united states government to reagan advisers have only begun we are told 
to examine the terms of the agreement which they had not seen in detail until after the president was sworn 
in today there is a suggestion and it is only a suggestion at this point that if they found something in the 
language that they disagreed with that there might be a problem but i i rushed to say that it is it is too early to 
draw any conclusions about this all we know at this point is that they are looking very carefully at it for the 
first time and this is a process that's probably going to take several days at least throw a quick question at 
you isn't it true that president reagan has already 
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true that president reagan has already committed himself to accepting the terms of what president carter had 
agreed to you're absolutely right he said outside blair house i believe it was two days ago that if if it will bring 
the hostages home i'll sign anything exactly so we'll have to wait and see it's going to be very interesting to 
watch that develop of course the entire focus of everything that's been happening today aside from the 
political end of the story is the hostages themselves and at nbc news we have an expert on the hostages just 
about everyone george lewis my colleague and um george you have a particular observation don't you there 
is a spirit now marvin of now it can be told because this is not the the first hostage release uh 13 other 
hostages blacks and women were released in the third week of this crisis in tehran i was there at the time 
they held a news conference and then they got out of the country there was a feeling among the reporters 
that those hostages were not telling the whole story that they were holding something back for fear of 
causing harm to the remaining hostages that was confirmed to us tonight by lloyd rollins who was a general 
services agency officer at the embassy he came here tonight to our nbc studios watched the other hostages 
coming back to algiers and told a rather detailed horror story of what went on in the first two weeks at the 
embassy here's rollins as he watched that coverage from algiers tonight a number of hostages myself were 
tied around the ambassador's dining room table tied to chairs and blindfolded and some of us were even 


gagged and there were guns being waved in our faces and threats being made there were threats we heard 
stories of russian roulette being played yes there was russian well i played with two of the secretaries and uh 
who were released along with you in the early part of the uh the seizure that's correct that's correct they 
actually aimed guns at their head loaded guns put a bullet in the chamber and spun the chamber and they 
and they 
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and spun the chamber and they and they pulled off they uh clicked the trigger off on a couple of the girls and 
that was lloyd rollins as he uh watched the other hostages coming back to algiers tonight and describe some 
of the the horrors and and uh one of the women who was also released at the same time with rollins backs 
that story up the highest one of the things that i think ought to be pointed out is that richard queen who is 
another one of the hostages freed several months ago did say that in the first couple of weeks when the 
revolutionary guards or whatever had moved into the embassy and had taken control there was a sense of 
chaos of near anarchy and there were a lot of these kinds of things that were happening but according to 
queen afterward a lot of it sort of took on a routine and a life of its own and for the last x months it might not 
have been that horrible well what some of the hostages said on on the various film clips that were released 
over the course of this thing was that the the treatment did lighten up a little bit and rollins did say that what 
they were trying to do with these terror tactics they were trying to extract information from the hostages they 
felt the secretaries the the two women had some knowledge of classified documents that's what they were 
trying to get at and when those tactics didn't work they ceased well it's going to be fascinating to listen to 
these 52 hostages who were there for the 444 days uh all through all of them and see what they themselves 
care to say about their own experiences it was particularly fascinating for so many of us to watch the the 
hostages arrive in algiers tonight they had been flown from tehran then made a refueling stop in athens and it 
was a rather gripping sight when the planes did pull into algiers tonight [Music] the two women among the 
hostages catherine kobe on the right and elizabeth ann swift 





elizabeth ann swift were the first to get off wearing the yellow ribbons in their hair that they had worn at 
christmas time the other ribbon is very symbolic of course the ordeal of the hostages the extraordinary 
protocol that we're seeing here algeria certainly had something to gain from this whole thing but both sides 
played it extremely well by the book each side according to one state department official minuetting the other 
we were told that the hostages arrived under rainy skies but they didn't seem to mind the foul weather one bit 
it doesn't look that way [Applause] here we have been able to identify i believe all 52 hostages the gentleman 
in the front in the reddish jacket is charles jones of detroit the only black among the hostages the only one 
not released among those earlier ones philip ward is on the left and the man on the right in the glasses is 
claire barnes here is another group of hostages we believe the man on the left is leland holland yes gary lee 
is in the middle and joseph subic is on the right that's stephen lotterback on the left michael howland is in the 
middle the man on the right is bert moore on the left in this picture michael matrinko and katherine kobe just 
to the right of him in this picture reaches reagan as the bearded man in the foreground here robert odie the 
oldest of the hostages is on the front left in this group he's 65 years old to his right the man 





he's 65 years old to his right the man in the back row with the beard barry rosen the press attache at the 
embassy to his right the younger man with the beard michael matrinco a hostage who hasn't been seen 
since the beginning of this crisis we have never seen a picture of him before and in the front the man with the 
eagle t-shirt charles scott the next group uh robert bluecker is the man on the left and david rader is the man 
on the right blooker grew a beard we had a hard time recognizing him the young man with his finger to his 
nose is alan golisinski in charge of security at the embassy in the front of the picture is a gregory persinger 
and on the right thomas ahern in this group we see jones again in the foreground uh in the middle jerry 
meow bruce german jeremy al is the man in the back with the beard he's the hostage who has been shown 


over and over again with the blindfold his picture meow being blindfolded on day one of this crisis sort of 
became symbolic of the suffering of the hostages bruce german is in the foreground with the glasses on and 
to his right in the upper right hand corner of the screen victor thomseth one of the three hostages held at the 
foreign ministry for most of the crisis along with a charged affair bruce langan these two john mckeel on the 
left and james lopez on the right this group includes donald sharer upper left thomas shaffer to the right the 
man with the gray beard and in the front jerry plotkin on the left a private businessman who entered the 
embassy only 20 minutes before it was captured and on the right lower right william keough 





keough the next group of hostages includes marine sergeant michael muller on the left and joseph hall on 
the right in the upper right on this picture you can see again elizabeth ann swift one of the two women who 
was held robert engelman in the blue down in the front of this picture up in the uh right hand corner rear row 
right hand corner gary lee and to the far right of the picture leland holland in this picture in the rear katherine 
kobe the other woman being held you can see the yellow ribbon in her in her hair she's sitting in the rear 
here regis reagan in the front in the blue pullover john limbert in the back uh his head facing left and malcolm 
kelp here's a rather large group of people william gallegos paul lewis don cook steve curtly kevin hermanning 
fred kupke paul needham most of them marine guards in this group we see michael muller again on the left 
joseph hall is in the center donald homan on the right the man with the beard is john graves to his right david 
raider and gregory persinger in this group we have um stephen lauterbach and william doherty richard 
moorfield holding out his hand shaking hands with warren christopher he's the consul general and morehead 
kennedy whose wife louisa has been a rather active spokesman for the family liaison action group the group 
of hostage families this is william royer on the left and 
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this is william royer on the left and william belk is to his right in this group we see in the middle bruce langan 
the american charged affair who was held at the foreign ministry he hasn't been seen in pictures since 
christmas when he was photographed there were some still photographs taken of him he has never 
appeared in any of the television films he's flanked by warren christopher on the right and uh now we have 
frankfurt george yes let me interrupt you with apology but what we are watching right now could well be the 
arrival at frankfurt of the one of the two american medevac planes that have just flown in from algiers at the 
airport john hart john yes marvin that is one of those flights and the second one has just landed [Music] so 
after uh more than 13 hours since their takeoff from tehran and a multinational flight where they stopped in 
greece for fuel in algeria for their first welcome they have been brought down now by german air traffic 
controllers to be welcomed by american servicemen here at reinvent air force base [Music] there is a good 
deal of excitement among these hundreds of people who have come from many places in germany and 
some of them from outside of west germany to greet these people for whom many of them have been 
prepared for all of the time they have been in captivity this afternoon i talked to a sergeant who was guarding 
the medevac planes just before they took off and he said this is the biggest thing since we walked on the 
moon almost as hard to achieve too when cyrus vance the former secretary of state arrived this afternoon he 
was mobbed by these people who'd been 





he was mobbed by these people who'd been here some of them since last night simply because he was 
connected with the arrival of these long-awaited americans the first airplane is taxiing up now to the apron 
where people with flags and signs are waiting for them the second plane not far behind there is a sign out 
here that says halfway home [Music] the americans the arriving americans on these airplanes will have 
already begun what is being called their decompression on the flight from algiers they will have been told a 
good deal of what to expect here and what to expect is a very warm welcome from these americans and the 
short walk over to the blue buses which are waiting about 100 yards away to take them out to the hospital in 
wiesbaden [Music] in the welcoming committee will be the ambassador of the united states to west germany 


mr mrs walters also the deputy foreign minister of west germany itself the marine corps has sent a 
deputation to welcome the marines harry barnes the director general for the foreign service is here also to 
welcome the diplomats 
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first time that the hostages will be arriving on west german soil totally under the control of the united states 
it's interesting that tomorrow president carter former president carter is going to be leaving here to go to 
where you are now in frankfurt in order to in effect welcome them back a second time though at a much 
much higher level and after all of the time that jimmy carter spent trying to work out this arrangement it is 
something that president reagan felt was absolutely correct and proper that he should be the highest ranking 
american official to go over and extend the highest ranking american welcome to the hostages [Music] and 
his uh secretary of state his former secretary of state cyrus fans will be here this evening as well these 
people will not be able to see in the dark all of the ribbons that have been posted around this airbase for 
days in advance huge signs as the welcome began building up over the weekend this is an unusually clear 
night in frankfort for the last several days it has either been raining or sleeting or snowing there's an almost 
full moon it's quite cold [Music] that's the home of mrs dorothea morefield in san diego she's watching this 
very intently of course we are seeing on the left part of the screen former secretary of state cyrus vance who 
resigned protesting against the abortive american effort to rescue the hostages last april but given the honor 
nevertheless by 
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but given the honor nevertheless by former president carter of being part of this welcome home that was 
david raider giving the thumbs-up sign there in the parka and bruce langen coming down now charges affair 
for so many months in the foreign ministry that's raider with his fist up yellow ribbons on john limberg coming 
down the ramp joseph subic behind him [Music] bert moore with a container they've all been given air force 
jackets obviously there's robert odie the oldest of the hostages 65 years old his wife resides in sun city 
arizona jerry plotkin of sherman oaks california a private businessman who was trying to set up a new 
company in iran who entered the embassy 20 minutes before it was taken a man in the wrong place at the 
wrong time that's regis reagan there many of these huh many of these hostages uh have changed their 
appearance over the months some have sprouted mustaches and beards many of us have changed our 
appearance over the last 14 months but it seems to me they look really remarkably well there's no way of 
looking inside their minds of attesting to whatever psychological damage has been done physical perhaps 
but they look so joyous that's mrs murphy on the upper right hand side that's james lopez of globe arizona 
michael muller quantico virginia donald sharer that's the morefield family looking on 
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that's the morefield family looking on from san diego stephen lauterbach yeah and richard [Laughter] there's 
michael muller a marine who has spotted a beard i wonder how long marvin it will be before they go back to 
regulation haircuts and beards and no beards probably too soon for that taste john hart what are you saying 
there now please i'm sorry repeat please i'm asking john what are you saying right now yourself please well 
you know there aren't any words really it's um it's an enormous relief for everyone [Music] i don't know if 
you've noticed but it occurred to me that uh certainly among the first people who came off this airplane there 
is a marked change in spirit uh that must have taken place uh in the flight from algiers they seem to be much 
more open more free in their movements they seem to believe a little more that they were really out we were 
told john that on the flight from algiers one of the algerian diplomats said that they began to let their emotions 
overflow on that flight and there were a lot of tears a lot of laughter on the first leg of this flight and i 
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the first leg of this flight and i imagine even more so on this second life i think that john chancellor made an 
extremely poignant comment a couple of hours ago in another nbc broadcast when he said that if you travel 
around a great deal and you finally set foot on an american plane after so many months particularly in this 
case of captivity there must be an enormous sense of satisfaction and contentment and sort of the feeling 
that after all your home at last this sense of being in an american plane now in an american bus or perhaps 
that's a west german bus going off to american army hospital second plane has now arrived pulling up 
behind the first plane [Music] i don't know if you can see it or not but uh it's not here it's behind the first plane 
it is and the welcoming committee is walking over to us [Music] we were told also that the hostages the 
former now former hostages were fed a turkey dinner a thanksgiving dinner on the flight from algiers to 
wiesbaden making up as quickly as possible for all of the holidays they've missed they have missed two 
christmases two thanksgivings two new years a lot of birthdays wedding anniversaries [Music] these are the 
parents of gary lee in pasadena california waiting to see their son off the plane lee's wife lives in the 
washington area in alexandria virginia it's so fascinating throughout the evening just to have been able to 
watch not only the former hostages but the 
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not only the former hostages but the family's reaction sometimes so tentative and sometimes uh in the case 
of the lopez's i believe so absolutely ecstatic the hostages were divided into two groups they got their first 
taste of american bureaucracy from warren christopher one the a's through the I's and the others through the 
m's to disease sheldon chris is the first man down he's from the state department in washington d.c and he's 
been active in the hostage crisis with the iran working group cyrus fans greeting them that is ambassador 
walter stessel who was leading his post in west germany very shortly to become the number three man at 
the state department that's bruce german the man with the mustache there donald keough frederick cupke 
robert bluecker phillip ward you see kia on the left-hand side of your screen he's the tallest hostage six foot 
nine charles jones of detroit [Music] [Applause] jerry meow [Music] and there's the jones family in detroit 
catherine kobe the other woman hostage john graves is in front of her 
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george one thing we haven't reported on is when they got off the plane in algiers they all got off in different 
outfits now those different outfits are probably all under the uniform the same jacket army apparently given to 
all of these former hostages there's one variation dwayne gillette in a baseball cap moorhead kennedy 
there's william gallegos just above the line in the doorway of the plane robert bluecker we have catherine 
kobe and john graves in the beard here the crowd they're shouting usa usa a lot of people very proud to be 
americans at that airport tonight i bet you can't see this on your screen but off to the left and by the first 
airplane is the bus load of the first hostages waiting for the second bus to load up john how long a ride is it 
from the airport to the hospital it's um anywhere from 20 minutes to half an hour marvin it's uh depending 
upon the traffic and of course at this time of day there's not that much traffic what time is it in west germany 
they will be uh not able to see the countryside they're going through they'll be passing by one of the largest 
oil refineries in this country they'll be passing by a champagne factory which they may see at night and then 
they'll be arriving at that hospital which will be an island of serenity after these welcome and somewhat 
boisterous welcome [Music] john it is what there right now seven o'clock in the morning germany time time 
here now is exactly seven o'clock yes well they have certainly had a long long day and we're not even sure 
of the details of what preceded their actual flight from tehran earlier 
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their actual flight from tehran earlier today [Music] crowd at the airport singing america the beautiful there's 
william gallegos on the left marine corporal from pueblo colorado michael holland the man with the mustache 
that is george sherman a state department spokesman greeting him we are looking at the back of jack 
cannon another state department spokesman and the hostage talking to them is alan golisinski the marine 
the excuse me the civilian security officer at the u.s embassy in tehran wearing an eagle t-shirt which was 


sent to the hostages a bunch of them sent to the hostages by an indiana dentist for christmas of 1979. john 
would you give us a little bit of a feel of what it is out there right now are most of the people there americans 
have some germans joined in what songs are people are americans service families primarily a few students 
but americans young children some of them have been here all night tonight and one family uh all night last 
night waiting for this i think it's fair to say that most americans watching this are absolutely delighted what 
what kind of an effect in west germany and western europe best you can gauge it well that's an interesting 
question um there hasn't been that much of an outward appearance of an effect as you know the allies 
during all of this period were in varying degrees of support of american policy and your question calls to mind 
what a very sympathetic british diplomat said to me one time in the center of this crisis about the time of the 
failed uh hostage rescue attempt he said it's terrible that this has happened we feel very sympathetic 
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very sympathetic and we wish that they would be free but you know there are only 52 people in the peace of 
the world and the lives of millions of other people do not necessarily need to hang on those lives and this is 
the kind of divided feeling that you have run into over the months in europe great deal of sympathy but but a 
different uh different distance from from the situation i don't think that any european in europe can quite 
understand the emotional impact that this story has had the political impact the diplomatic impact for that 
matter that this story has had here in the united states a most extraordinary thing to watch president carter 
from the very beginning has said that there were two aspects of this story that were critical to him one getting 
the hostages back alive and safe the other was protecting the dignity and the interests of the united states 
somewhere after about four or five months that was switched and the official explanation became protecting 
the interests of the united states and the lives of the hostages the two became intertwined but in a way in the 
hearts of most americans it was always the hostages first people could not focus on what the diplomats 
called the national interests of the country these were people americans who were held illegally in captivity 
and now as you can see a happy wave in freedom the first bus has already moved off toward the spot in the 
hospital that's claire barnes there a hostage who has never been seen in any of the film clips or still 
photographs released from iran [Music] barnes comes from false church virginia 
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can you imagine what it's going to be to be sleeping under clean sheets tonight with floyd's going to be taking 
this long bus ride to the hospital and that will take as john hard already said about 20 to 25 minutes this is 
marvin kalb nbc news in washington here now a word from our nbc station a brief recapitulation at this point 
the 52 american hostages in two american medevac planes have landed at the frankfurt airport in west 
germany they looked very joyous they got off the planes boarded buses and are now on a 20 to 25 minute 
ride to the hospital in wiesbaden we're going to cover live their arrival at that hospital we're going to cover 
that live and one of the things that was particularly impressive at least to this observer watching that scene at 
frankfurt was the difference somehow in the mood the atmosphere of the of the hostages the americans from 
what we remember getting off the planes in algiers and getting off the planes there at frankfurt there was 
really a feeling though west germany is not the united states that the americans had landed back in the 
united states they were fully under american jurisdiction american custodianship and they seemed to reflect 
that in their faces and their entire attitude it was an absolutely extraordinary thing to behold where is that it 
was marvelous psychologically i think also uh we've been told that the authorities in germany are trying to 
create as an amer as american an atmosphere as possible for these people to kind of get them back into the 
mainstream of life and when they boarded the plane we were told that they got turkey dinners for the 
thanksgivings that they had 
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for the thanksgivings that they had missed and that the surroundings that they're going to now in the hospital 
at wiesbaden will be american surroundings they will see american flags out of the windows flying they will 
see pictures drawn for them by young american children welcome home signs some very touching 


messages written for them by the children of the personnel at the air base and this is all part of the process 
of getting them back to home psychologically as well as physically one of the things that we would like to do 
at this particular point if we could work that out technologically is go out to jess singpac of knbu in tri-cities 
washington to get a little more on this story i'm with carol ellis who is the sister of joe hall and you can't see 
yourself right now but uh you just got a fleeting glimpse of joe as he came off the plane just for an instant 
almost how did you feel about that you had longer shots at it before yeah well he looks fantastic they all do 
and um i think maybe i finally accepted it because i can i can do this now without bowling but how do you feel 
in general about everything i mean do you feel it's real do you feel like it's actually happening finally as soon 
as we saw them touch down and algiers that was it that was it well that's when you finally realized this is it's 
finally coming home he's coming home that may not be our soil but it felt like he was coming home what's the 
what's the first thing you're going to do when you see joe any idea i'll probably cry like i usually do what about 
some uh what kind of a family think you are i think that you're the type of touchy feely hugging type family 
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type of touchy feely hugging type family you bet and i can't wait to reach out and touch him you know it's 
almost as if he's intangible or something after this long i think when we finally put our arms around him it'll be 
the best feeling in the world do you uh do you feel like your family has changed because of this experience 
so your your family is in minnesota for the most part and you're out here in washington do you feel like your 
family has changed because of this well we've always been quite close but this has even intensified that 
we've made a lot of phone calls we've had some down days and we'd call each other and maybe just you 
know like touching base because we are scattered okay well carol it's obviously been a pretty emotional 
experience for you i i think you're pulling through real well and now go back to washington pretty emotional 
experience for just about everybody connected with this story john hart if you're still there at the airport in 
frankfurt i did have a question for you and i know that you have spent a good deal of time yourself in iran and 
i was wondering while we are waiting for the americans to reach the hospital what is your sense of why the 
iranians did it at this point we heard earlier from bernie cal i'd like to hear your views well it seems to me that 
obviously the timing of the election the outcome of the election and a great deal to do with it it's clear that the 
hostages were from the very beginning the focal point of the struggle for power first of all of the ascendancy 
and the sort of clinching of power by the ayatollah knomeini he endorsed what the students did immediately 
and other factions within the country began to see their use the mullahs d clung on to them as long as 
possible from the very beginning as foreign minister and then later as president 
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minister and then later as president ironically publicly and in opposition to what the imam was saying all 
along said they should go back still somehow he held on at least to a ledge of influence if not power when it 
became clear when the war started and the deprivation of further deprivations of the war the further 
deterioration which seemed almost not possible because chaos had gone so deep and so wide in that 
country but when it got even worse it seems to me that all of these events and i have a feeling i'm saying 
things that are already plain but it seemed that all of these events as as one of them said it was like a ripe 
fruit as raphsanjani said it was a ripe fruit these hostages which had been squeezed dry of all their use john if 
you could give me what in television we call a 30-second answer there is some sense in this capital that the 
end of the kalmani regime may not be too far off what's your sense well i can give you a shorter answer than 
30 seconds and the answer simply is anything can happen in iran and almost always does you succeeded 
you came in at about 12. thank you very much john hart marvin what effect do you think perhaps the the the 
good guy bad guy routine that jimmy carter and ronald reagan seem to be doing what ronald reagan using 
the word barbarians in conjunction with the iranians it seemed to me some of their moves occurred 
immediately after reagan started talking tough about the iranians well it could very well be that the iranians 
had ronald reagan's presidency in mind when they began to accelerate the process but it seems to me that 
there had been so much in train already that it was probably a factor perhaps even a major factor in their 
consideration but i wonder whether it was the factor it seems to me that the factor in a revolutionary situation 
always relates to what is happening in 
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always relates to what is happening in iran in the revolutionary environment itself in the political setup except 
when i was in iran they were very sensitive to what was going on in the american media they got instant 
replays of everything that was said on television or printed in the newspapers they were sensitive very 
conscious of of uh what was going on and on in this in this side and when president carter would make a 
remark or when the state department spokesman would come out with something they would have an almost 
immediate reaction to it my sense on that george is that that was for about the first nine months of the crisis 
when they were really playing on american sentiment and trying to get everything by way of public relations 
but it seemed to me that once secretary muskie sent a letter to prime minister rajesh last august and once in 
september uh holmani set forth four conditions for the release of the hostages from that point on certainly 
seems to me anyway there was a serious effort as the secretary said today at a news conference there was 
a serious effort on both sides to try to resolve the crisis now that means that for the past four months both 
sides tried very very energetically to get the best terms each could get and the iranians tried to get the best 
terms but it is it is quite clear that neither side got everything that it wanted but as musky said it was a fair 
and just settlement and the important thing of course the american point of view is that the 52 hostages 
managed to get out alive and well and that is an extraordinary thing because many people were not sure that 
would happen and uh at this particular point once again we are waiting for the the 52 americans we keep 
using that word hostage we'll have to strike it from the vocabulary the 52 americans in those buses on their 
way to this hospital now earlier one of our correspondents james compton got a tour of that hospital and let's 
see what he found out built in 1938 the wiesbaden hospital 
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built in 1938 the wiesbaden hospital housed up to 1800 german soldiers in wartime since it's captured by 
troops led by general patton in 1945 it has been the principal american medical facility for government and 
military in europe it is the largest hospital of its kind outside the united states capable of everything but brain 
and heart surgery doctors specializing in the medical and physical effects of captivity had been on standby 
for weeks to come here from the states when the release occurred it is not new but maintained and polished 
with such care that it outshines many more modern facilities here the hostages will meet america again 30 
telephones installed in mid-october when the flurry of negotiation began weight the first phone calls to the 
states the state department has discouraged families from coming here nevertheless some are already in 
frankfurt and some reunions could take place over hamburgers in this bustling snack bar here the hostages 
will see american television choose from a shelf of books doctors are concerned that previous hostages were 
hastened back to normal life too quickly here they can thumb through magazines or a jc penny catalog a kind 
of decompression a gradual reintroduction to the high tempo of american life the spotless kitchens will offer a 
familiar diet from corn flakes to that unforgettable military invention called creamed beef on toast they can 
order a taco or a grilled ham and cheese ham will be a special novelty as pork is banned by the revolutionary 
islamic government of iran they will dine from white tablecloths in the hospital dining room one patient told us 
better than sea rations and served with charm they will shop in a commissary loaded with familiar names 
though some sellers may be unfamiliar to people locked away for a year here they will find every candy bar 
they longed for 
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longed for as they dined on rice and yogurt in tehran it will be an island of sanity and care the wiesbaden 
hospital will assure respect and support to the hostages after an ordeal that few ever endure james compton 
nbc news wiesspaden what we are told here by the state department is that the americans will be spending 
three to five days at that hospital you've just seen and then will be flown to either dover air force base or 
andrews air force base they're going to have two days of seclusion at that point with their families whether 
the state department intends to buy some kind of fabulous hotel for those two days we don't know and then 
there will be a triumphant return of the state department that's all on the upside we do not know as i've said 
before exactly what goes on inside these people what they have experienced john dancy is with a 


psychiatrist who has worked on this entire problem for some time dr stephen pacianek john and dr petenik 
was the former deputy assistant secretary of state for management that meant uh basically that he dealt with 
hostages that is his field dr pagenik everybody uses the phrase decompression to describe what's going to 
take place now is that the right phrase i think the proper phrase for this would be a form of reintegration 
because basically what's going to be taking place is not only a debriefing and an allowance for rnr recreation 
risk but more importantly the doctors there are going to allow the hostages or the patients at this particular 
point to express their anger their feelings of shame sadness hurt embarrassment and then to allow them to 
reintegrate as a group how will they do that what happens in the next four to five days well what will happen 
is each patient is assigned a psychiatrist who will question them each patient is also assigned a medical 
doctor who will evaluate the medically each morning they will receive medical examinations they will receive 
a battery of psychological tests over the next three 
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psychological tests over the next three days including what's called the mmpi the shipley hartford and the 
16pf basically what they measure are cognitive functions and emotional changes and changes in personality 
the psychiatrist will then have the major part of the work in allowing the patient to express the feelings the 
mixed feelings that he has we've seen them extremely joyous and happy to be home but contrary to common 
opinion what you have underneath that joy is a lot of sadness a lot of anger towards this country towards iran 
towards themselves we we see them as heroes do they see themselves that way not necessarily many of 
them in my experience have seen themselves as victims victims of opportunity victims of brutality victims of 
terrorism and they don't see themselves as heroes who come back with the concomitant glory that we cast 
upon them as a matter of fact the discrepancy between how we see them and how we and how they see 
themselves has to be realigned during this work of therapy the next three to four days and the subsequent 
weeks when they come home can you do it that fast no i don't think three to five days is adequate i think 
what's happened in effect is that this is a concession a medical concession to political expediency what you 
really require is about three weeks to a month and the most successful decompression or reintegration really 
occurred with the pows from korea who were put on a boat and were allowed to reintegrate on a slow 
process and did quite well afterwards what about the so-called stockholm syndrome that is prisoners 
identifying with their captors do you expect to see that i don't think so i haven't seen that in the past 200 or so 
hostages for the past three years i think it's a syndrome that we saw on less than 10 percent of the people is 
highly popular about five or six years ago what we will see though is something analogous but not similar 
and that is a minimization of the trauma of the event itself many of the hostages 
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event itself many of the hostages will not play up the terror or the impact of it immediately many months later 
however the immediate sense and urgency of that trauma will come back to them either nightmares or in 
relationships with their family will some of this come out as marital problems in the future in some ways yes 
it's it's a double-edged sword many of them will use this episode to reevaluate their life in a very positive 
sense change their career change their lifestyles come closer to their wives many however won't be able to 
do this and will use it as a weapon not only to destroy themselves but to destroy the people around them 
whom they love very closely one sociologist with whom i talked said that in the in situations like this 
especially with the men but one very common symptom is impotence it can be that's sexual problems are the 
clearest barometer of emotional problems in general as a truism in psychology and psychiatry that does not 
necessarily mean that every man there is going to have a problem with impotence each one will have his or 
her particular manifestation of a problem it can be anywhere from abdominal pains cardiac symptomatology 
to extreme anxiety nightmares there's a whole gamut a whole range of symptoms that we can expect so the 
uh the hostage situation is over but the problems are likely to remain for some time then dr pagenik thank 
you very much for thanking your guest marvin back to you john thank you very very much uh dr pachanek 
was talking about heroes as far as the state department is concerned perhaps the whole u s government one 


of those heroes is the deputy the former deputy secretary of state warren christopher who worked out with 
great skill the final stages of this negotiation that brought the 52 americans back home now here's this 
message i know where i'm going uh we have been waiting of course for 





uh we have been waiting of course for all of the americans to reach this army hospital in wiesbaden west 
germany our correspondent fred francis is standing by there fred when are the americans expected to arrive 
the drive from the airport is approximately 25 minutes they should be coming in in about eight minutes the 
first people they will see will be the one one boy scout troop from a nearby elementary school they've been 
here since three o'clock this morning and there there is also the the band from american high school and 
some 700 people from from this hospital staff and one of the more important people is the wife of army medic 
don homan her name is anna she has been waiting throughout this whole ordeal at the 97th general hospital 
here in frankfurt where she works we will probably not see that reunion but it's going to be something that is 
going to be emotional with what we expect inside when they go in they're going to be assigned rooms and 
they're going to be taken up to the telephones keeping in mind that they have been going for 13 hours now 
and 13 hours a long time the adrenaline is wearing off and we expect them to be put to bed very shortly fred 
francis please stand by there at the uh at the hospital in wiesbaden we'll be coming back to you but at the 
moment we would like to go to edwardsville pennsylvania for another hostage family reaction and our 
correspondent rebecca sobel is there [Music] [Applause] rebecca i don't know if you can hear me at all uh 
marvin except i'm standing here in a bar mrs ledesky's bar mother a bruce sherman in wilkes-barre 
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mother a bruce sherman in wilkes-barre pennsylvania edwardsville a suburb of willsberry and what she told 
me before is this is like a wedding in the fourth of july and she said her son's bar mitzvah even though he 
isn't jewish all rolled into one and they've been singing steadily for the last four hours she just saw her son 
get off the plane and respond and she said all i can do now is sing [Music] [Applause] [Music] teresa has 
there been anything how did you feel about bruce when you saw him oh he looked wonderful oh since i saw 
him at christmas time he looked wonderful he looked smile i was smiling and that's all i wanted he was so 
happy because he was coming home do you plan to go to see him yes i do i plan to go to maryland but i 
don't know exactly what day but you're not going to leave no i'm not going to respond no i'm going to meet 
him in washington [Music] my [Music] my [Applause] [Music] well there's going to be no sleeping tonight in 
edwardsville pennsylvania that's quite sure it's the kind of thing as we said before where the spirit spreads 
that it's um an awfully joyous one the families of 
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um an awfully joyous one the families of course particularly emotionally worked up by this kind of experience 
seeing the seeing their their loved ones in algiers and then again those excellent pictures that came in from 
germany an extraordinary scene an emotionally packed one and it should be i would imagine if checking my 
watch at this point that it would be several minutes now before the two buses do arrive at the hospital in 
wiesbaden west germany and if fred francis is still there we would like to go back and it seems to me that 
there is just about no hospital that has waited so long for a chore is this one fred that is certain that that is 
certainly true i talked to a maintenance man at this hospital and he said to me that since it was built in 1938 
by the germans it has never looked so good the people around here have been so excited for the last couple 
days i have been coming to this hospital myself for the last 13 months i only live 20 kilometers from here and 
i have seen the mood build i didn't think i would be touched by it but i just heard the boy scout troop and 
some other americans over here singing god bless america though it's cold out here i had chills and and i 
think that's the way most of these people here i see up on the balcony of this hospital some on the 
orthopedic ward uh where the hostages where the 52 americans will be staying some of the other patients 
and they too have all been looking forward to this we have talked to some of them in fact we have talked to 
some of them covertly because security has been so tight here the last couple days and and they cannot 


wait they say this is the moment of their life when they they'll be able to go talk to these people and of course 
this is one of the dangers the psychological dangers that the doctors here are are prepared for they they 
want to ease the hostages back into the american mainstream they're concerned about the notoriety they're 
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concerned about the notoriety they're going to be told that they're going to be told that you cannot have a 
normal life if you continue if if celebrity status continues but for the next couple days there is no way that is 
possible outside this hospital there will be hundreds of americans there are tens of thousands that live uh 
within a hundred mile radius from here and this is the biggest event in europe for them uh for the for the 
american families here in wiesbaden we are of course looking at some kind of highway right now but it's 
impossible to make it out of the hospital that says welcome to the freedom hotel and it and the uh if the 
cameraman knows they're coming here should bring them right about now off the the uh the spot in audubon 
uh into this town if we spot in the town of a quarter of a million people well fred what we are watching right 
now on the screen is to fill you in in case you do not have the same picture in front of you is i think the shape 
of a bus in the darkness and perhaps leaving the autobahn and heading right towards this hospital which is 
all lit up but the highway in which the bus was driving was not so it was not entirely clear what we were 
looking at presumably that was the bus we're not sure i wanted to ask you fred how many families are there 
in viespan now were you able to find out no we only know that anna homan has lived here part of the subic 
family has lived here for a long time they went back to the states we are expecting a few family members to 
come here some totally disagree with the state department they're going to defy the state department and 
come and see their loved ones we don't know exactly which ones right now the state department has been 
hedging on their their protocol their reentry period at first it was supposed to be seven to 
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at first it was supposed to be seven to nine days then it was seven days president carter told louisa kennedy 
the other day it is three to five days dr ernest cook said his son donald would be here for seven days and i 
think what it amounts to is how long these hostages can be held here if families do come if there's a breaking 
in the ranks it's going to be very tough even though these people have been good soldiers it's going to be 
very tough to say you can't go back to your wife and your children your dog in vermont and relax that you 
have to stay here and that's what i think is from what we've been hearing fred from a number of the 
psychiatrists psychologists we've been talking to it's apparently an extremely individual thing some of these 
american hostages may very well respond very quickly others may take a longer time very much so they they 
have said to me a psychologist here at the hospital that they are not going to force them to stay here uh 
some will be able to leave within two days and some may require uh certainly right now they seem to be in 
good shape but some may require a little psychiatric help for the next couple days we're dealing with a 
tremendous amount of anxiety some may have nightmares because of this over the next couple days they're 
not going to know how to deal with it and we have a big factor called fear they don't know what's waiting for 
them back there they don't know what their families have done and some of them may want to ease back 
into it a little slower than others so uh we may just see people leading here within the next 36 hours it's going 
to be very interesting keep in mind that a protocol like this has never been tried before this is entirely new 
they tried it with the victims of a moluccan siege a few years ago in in holland it didn't work they walked into a 
gymnasium where they were supposed to be kept for 24 hours and they walked out they said we want to go 
home we don't expect quite that sort of rebellion here but we expect some will want to go home quite soon 
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quite soon marvin yes george uh this is george lewis i think we should also note that the treatment has 
probably varied with some of the hostages those who were suspected by the iranians of taking part in so- 
called spy activities were probably subjected to a more rigorous treatment than the hostages who were not 
suspects for instance we saw thomas ahern in the film at christmas time he was talking to the algerian 
diplomats they said would you like to send a letter to your family he said to them i wasn't aware i could do 


that so here's a man and he also said it's nice to see somebody from the outside world so the indication the 
clear indication there was that man had been kept in solitary confinement without any outside communication 
at all whereas how long would that have been do we know probably for the entire 14 months probably i when 
i was in tehran when fred francis was there the militants released documents early on in the crisis purporting 
to show that several of the hostages were involved in cia activities they had what they said were forged 
passports with fake identities and and cables from washington reporting to show a cia covers for some of the 
men and the ahern was one of them and the indication that ahern gave when he was talking to the algerians 
at christmas time was that he had been kept in solitary confinement he hadn't seen anyone from the outside 
world hadn't written letters to his family hadn't received any and and people who were kept in conditions like 
those obviously will have a lot more adjusting to do than those hostages who got mail frequently who were 
able to get phone calls out to their families who were able to communicate back and forth george we just 
have a piece that has come in now from carol simpson one of our correspondents here in washington on 
how the nation's capital has taken this day carol 
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at 8 pm church bells throughout washington chimed in joyous tribute to the freed american hostages [Music] 
meanwhile across the street from the deserted iranian embassy the small group of people who for 60 weeks 
have conducted a candlelight vigil in remembrance of the hostages celebrated the end of what they called 
this national nightmare [Music] as they sang and shared a bottle of champagne cars along washington's 
embassy row blared their horns with cheer bob aylward the retired foreign service officer who organized the 
weekly vigils 14 months ago said the day will always be remembered people will always remember where 
they were on the afternoon that ronald reagan was inaugurated just like we'll remember where we were in 
pearl harbor where we were when john kennedy was shot and and life is made up of some of the highs and 
this afternoon sure as hell was a high carol simpson nbc news washington oh so many of the hostage 
families have been watching in and catching every bitten piece of this historic event the lee family among 
them and we have a report on what the leaves have been doing mrs lee this must be an extraordinary day 
for you your son being released after all these months on your 64th birthday it is extraordinary rick happy and 
i 
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it is extraordinary rick happy and i think it's a birthday that i shall never forget as many more years as i live 
it's fulfilling it's filled with frills and a lot of anticipation you imagine a better present in your whole life no i 
really couldn't it's tops everything i've ever had you've had a chance to see your son now twice have you 
gotten that full feeling yet that he's he's really out of there he's on the way home yes i finally have it i'm very 
relaxed the tension seems to have gone and as i said i feel anticipation now and i'm going to say i think the 
first words that my husband and gary will say are marathi words one will say kesakai which means how are 
you and the other will say take a hay which means fine earlier today you said that you bear no animosity no 
anger toward the iranians knowing your son knowing his religious background how do you think he will feel 
can you put yourself in his mind frame i have no idea he may not feel like i do at all but we've never 
demanded that he feel like we do and i don't have to feel like somebody else does i choose this i think it's the 
only way to live and so i uh whatever he feels it's up to him and yet i wouldn't be surprised after we get things 
all sorted out that we wouldn't be too far apart how do you think he looks after seeing a couple of times oh 
just great that smile he's got the smile and that's what i was looking for i think that must be the lee smile isn't 
it maybe it is well if it is it's okay i can tell you that that's for sure thank you very much thank you nbc news at 
the home of the very gracious lee family in pasadena at least smile has spread across the united states 
that's quite clear as we said that 20-minute bus ride is one of the longest 20-minute bus rides i've ever come 
upon but we will cover live the arrival of the buses with the former american hostages when they arrive at the 
wiesbaden hospital but first we're going to this commercial 
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but first we're going to this commercial message fred francis at the wiesbaden hospital by my calculation it's 
about uh a quarter to eight in the morning there am i correct i think i think so marvin uh one thing to 
remember about that drive on the german autobahn although there is no speed limit uh military military traffic 
is restricted to a certain speed i'm sure they're going quite slow uh it's the anticipation is building here people 
know they should be here any second uh they're sort of dancing up and down it's kind of cold out here and 
uh it's uh it's going to be quite a cheer when they pull up uh the people on the top balcony can actually see 
over the trees and they will be able to see the buses turn a corner on conrad adenauer ali go behind the 
hospital and come into a park place where the hospital employees used to park but which has been cleared 
when they go upstairs and after they've had their phone calls and after they've been shown their rooms i'm 
sure a lot of them want to take showers and everything it's going to be a long day we're not sure how many 
of them are going to be able to sleep uh if any they will be offered food here there is a private dining room 
that has been set up on the third floor of this hospital it is a dining room with 54 chairs red white and blue 
flowers a wonderful a wonderful sign which says hooray welcome back signed by the children of the nearby 
american military elementary school in fact that whole ward is is plastered with these with these very 
touching uh letters and and posters from these children at the nearby elementary school this is a real 
adventure for them and and and this is what they're going to see when they come in here i i imagine there's 
going to be a great deal of emotion inside because this is one hospital as you mentioned before 





is one hospital as you mentioned before that has been ready for a long time uh one word about the the 
protocol that they'll be going going through after their extensive medical examinations first the extension 
medical examinations the important thing to remember is that they need a broad uh a base examination not 
because we think they're in bad shape medically the algerian doctors have already confirmed that most of 
them in good shape but if we have learned anything from the p.o.w experience it is that very often six months 
to a year later things crop crop up delayed stress and and with a broad-based physical the the the whole 
gamut of blood tests and x-rays uh they will be able to to monitor these people for for six months to a year to 
a year and a half with good data good data that we haven't had for a long time on people like this and uh 
then they will be going into to the group therapies and the individual one-on-one therapies and and this is 
important remembering that the essence of psychiatry is get it out to talk about it and one thing these people 
have not seen each other that became evident when they aborted the plane in tehran some of them have 
been isolated for a long time they will be able to hear from their fellow americans those feelings of fear of of 
abandonment and they'll know that that's normal in an abnormal situation and that's expected to be 
reassuring fred francis one of the most extraordinary things and remarkable things that we have been 
observing all night long in this absolutely very very special day the reaction of the hostage families and we 
have a little bit more of that by sandy gilmore in houston the congregation welcomed the mother sister and 
other relatives of hostage william royer a 49 year old state department cultural 





a 49 year old state department cultural attache and teacher more than a thousand of her fellow worshipers 
attended the thanksgiving service at houston's first baptist [Music] church dorothy royer who was nearly 80 
tried to sing along but she appeared preoccupied mrs royer and her daughter had said we won't be relieved 
until we see him free on tv after church then a newsman unexpectedly appeared with a tv set and live 
pictures from algeria [Music] the family had seen hostage william royer step off the plane and wave his sister 
marianne said later oh he looks so great he has a cute little cap on one of those english type plaid caps and 
he just looks johnny and happy i know he's so glad he's as glad as we are you know he is god has moved 
god is in that business god has done it and we say to him we are grateful and they are free free at last free at 
last thank god enough they're free at last 





as the reverend john bazano said tonight they were all free and so was the royer family at last sandy gilmore 
nbc news houston [Music] it really has been said throughout this entire crisis that it may have been one of 
the greatest national humiliations that the united states has ever suffered and in a way looking at all of these 
family reactions and reports from all over the country tonight one does have a sense perhaps of a 
resurgence of what might almost be called patriotism we're looking once again live at the picture of the 
hospital at wiesbaden and just above the roof now the first early glimmerings of dawn in germany fred francis 
you're there right yes i am don't go away for an instant now before it's a small point you you were talking 
about the dining room and you said there were 54 chairs and i was wondering what the extra two were about 
uh they were just uh nine tables and six chairs to a table i i know that uh the the people at this hospital even 
though they are not among the 52 hospital hostages are thinking about what we in the news media come to 
call the 53rd hostage cynthia cynthia dwyer a freelance journalist who came to iran and maine was arrested 
shortly after the rescue attempt and and uh that must mean the motorcade is coming that is absolutely 
correct if you can see the picture yourself they cannot actually see the motorcade but they can see that 
helicopter and they know they're right around the corner turning off conrad allen adenauer alley into the back 
of a hospital fred we can fred we can right now see the buses coming in briefly that they will be here from 
three to five to seven dave depending 
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dave depending so they know what to expect i also saw that some of them were carrying the stars and 
stripes which put out a marvelous addition yesterday with their pictures on the front page and uhina 
chronology of events reading as it were what they have been through and that must have been a remarkable 
a remarkable revelation to them as they came here on the airplane fred what we are witnessing right now i 
don't know whether you can see it on your monitor but these are the two buses they're mostly germans these 
are the two buses that have just come in right now they are obviously approaching the hospital there were a 
number of uh german probably police cars leading the way blinking left now making the left turn we see the 
first bus now making that turn as well all of these people cheering waving at the americans who are now 
home fred pick it up please they they're turning on the backside of the hospital they will be they will be 
turning into the former emergency medical area within the next 30 seconds the people you see on the streets 
are some americans from the community nearby but a great many germans they have had a deep interest in 
this especially since they are neighbors to this hospital they know the particular role that this hospital is going 
to play and they have been out and about unusually late for germans last night 10 11 o'clock they were 
walking the streets knowing something big was going to happen in their community and so they have been 
up and down the street in the in the uh the the first german police car has just turned into the hospital and the 
people on the balconies are waving where you see that american flag as a second floor just above them will 
be the radio room as well as the telephone room of the german police car [Music] 
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[Music] and the american high school band should strike up at any moment [Music] [Applause] this will be 
their home for the next three to seven days [Music] boy scout troop 311 waving the flag [Music] and the 
american high school band [Applause] the buses are turning onto a cleared walkway directly up in to the 
back entrance to the hospital they'll walk through the doors and go into an elevator [Music] [Applause] this is 
real americana with that band of these flags than these people this is a touch of home there is absolutely no 
doubt about it inside there are mars bars and american television [Music] and the first hostages are out and 
one of the first [Applause] [Music] [Applause] former secretary of state cyrus vance there getting out of the 
first lead bus 
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[Music] and that wonderful way for the crowd cannot see who that is from here but he is he has ignited the 
hundreds of americans who are waiting here [Music] [Applause] at 7 55 in the morning here in eastbound 
west germany the americans are halfway home james lopez of globe arizona [Applause] jerry lee says paul 


needham victor thompson [Music] rodney stickman [Music] another one of the marine guards [Music] only 
the oldest hostage 65 years old and retired to send both of us stephen lotterbach there's no great hurry to get 
into that hospital [Applause] [Music] [Applause] very rosen [Music] elizabeth [Music] the din of this crowd is 
so great i cannot hear what the band is playing 
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cannot hear what the band is playing [Music] some of them have been handed small american flags as 
they've gone in [Music] and one of the signs that has just been put out at the top of the hospital says you're 
free after all we are americans [Music] elizabeth and swift getting a good hug there and this is what they this 
is what they're going to have for the next several days but there's going to be structure to this the purpose of 
being here is to bring structure back to their lives to ease them back into the american mainstream that is 
going to be a very difficult task and something that that is going to require patience i think most of the 
families back in the united states understand that understand the patience that's going to be needed from 
them and these people are going to be told what their families have gone through not to feel guilt many of 
them may but they're they're going to be told what to expect the last the last of the americans is now going in 
through the door i'm sure some of them are going up the stairs there are only three elevators there and 
before they move us out of this area we may well see some of them up on the third floor although we are told 
that secretary vance may be talking to some of them maybe sitting them in an auditorium and and having a 
brief chat i do not know whether they have been told that that former president carter will be coming and uh 
they may have been on the plane they have the stars and stripes newspaper and the international herald 
tribune they may have read it for themselves uh i i anticipate according to some of the 





i i anticipate according to some of the psychologists here that there may be a bit of hostility in some of these 
hostages that after the euphoria of this welcome wears off that they may be experienced in the next 24 to 48 
hours so it'll be interesting to see how they they received the the former president [Music] and there's that 
marvelous sign yes they belong to me but i lent them to another photographer thank you [Music] it has been 
a very special day indeed we here at nbc news have taken the hostages to cover their odyssey from tehran 
to athens to algiers to the airport at frankfurt the long bus 





to the airport at frankfurt the long bus ride to the hospital at wiesbaden how is the united states going to be 
regarded after all of this nobody can possibly say at this point but the united states today did change 
presidents peacefully and got 52 americans back peacefully nbc news of course tomorrow starting with the 
today show will be covering all of it live for jessica savage george lewis this is marvin cal good night 


END 


